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January 28, 2014 

Do-more PLC: Terminator VS DL 205 

       
 

 

What is a Do-more PLC: 
  

A programmable logic controller, or PLC for short, is a digital computer 

that is designed to take in multiple inputs and produce multiple outputs. However, 

don’t mistake this computer as your ordinary home computer. It is built for a wide 

range of temperatures, stability over vibration, and resistance to electrical noise. 

PLCs are programmed by a user to execute a certain series of tasks depending 

on the inputs and then producing the required output. Most PLCs are generally 

used to control large machines or systems; such as the ones found in the food 

and manufacturing industry, hospitals, and even leisure activities, such as roller 

coasters. 

 

The Do-more is a PLC manufactured by Automation Direct. It is fairly 

inexpensive when compared to other PLCs manufactured by companies such as 

Allen Bradley and Siemens. It can consist of 192k words, where 64k words are 
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flash memory and 128k words are data memory. The Do-more can have up to 3 

communication ports: RS-232, USB, and Ethernet. 

 

Similarities between Terminator I/O and DL 205: 
 

 For the most part, the hardware specifications for the Do-more are almost 

identical to those of the DL 205; for example, the operating and storage 

temperatures are the same, vibration and shock resistance are both certified 

under the same test, as well as noise immunity. 

 

 The communication ports for both the Terminator and DL 205 function 

exactly the same. They both have 3 communication ports in order for flexibility in 

designing your system.  The USB can be used for programming and monitoring. 

The RS-232 can be used for modbus RTU, ASCII, and custom protocol. The RJ-

45 can be used for the modbus TCP Client and server connection. It is also used 

for the expansion I/O on the Master. 

 

 

 

DL 205 

 

 

Terminator 
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Differences between Terminator I/O and DL 205: 
 

 The main differences between the Terminator and the DL 205 are  the 

bases that they connect to and the modules that go along with the bases. The 

Terminator design allows for easy wiring. They have two types of bases that will 

allow the user to either use the screw clamp or the spring clamp. Also, the 

terminator has a triple stack design that clearly labels where two and three wire 

devices should go. This is a major benefit to the end user because it saves time 

by terminating the extra step of wiring to the terminal block. This makes it easier 

to keep everything organized and a lot easier to follow, especially when all the 

inputs or outputs are being occupied. 

 

 The installations for the modules are fairly easy. Simply slide in the 

module into the base, snap the base onto a DIN rail, and then slide the base to 

the adjacent rail. Another great feature about the Terminator is that the modules 

are hot swappable. This means, that without stopping the PLC, you can replace 

the module without harming the system, 
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The DL 205 comes in 3, 4, 6, and 9 slot bases but have the ability to 

expand to much more. The first slot of the bases is reserved for the CPU. The 

great thing about the DL 205 is that they have a built-in power supply. The output 

relay can supply up to 10A whereas the terminator can only supply 7A. 

 

 The installation for the DL 205 is easy as well. The DL 205 base has slots 

for modules to slide into. Just place the module into the slot and that’s it. 

However, the amounts of modules are limited to the size of the base unless the 

Ethernet expansion is used. 

 

 

Conclusion: 
 

The Terminator allows for easier wiring and a cleaner look. It also reduces 

the time needed for wiring since you will be wiring straight to the I/O. However, 

the DL 205 has a built in power supply and also produces a higher output 

current. Besides the small hardware design and aesthetics, they are both 

complete PLC systems that can complete most industry jobs today without 

breaking the bank. 

 

Question? 
  

 Why would a designer chose the Terminator Base over the DL 205 or vice 

versa? 

 

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A $100 AMAZON GIFT CARD! 

» Click Here 

http://www.quantumautomation.com/techcorner-questionnaire.html 
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